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raaged the other dances to their own taste; but

as soon as the young foreigner appeared every-
thing was changed. Without many words he
would take the most pleasing lady by the hand,
place himself with her at the top of the room* do
exactly as he liked, and was self-appointed master
of ceremonies. He embraced his partners a
deal more freely than country custom allowed,
but since the ladies found Ms manners delight-
ful, the men dared not protest, anil the nephew
remained king of the ballroom.

The old gentleman seemed to take the keenest
pleasure in these occasions. He never toot his
eyes off his nephew, smiled continually to him-
self, and when people came tip to congratulate
him upon his talented kinsman his content knew
no bounds. He would break out into the merri-
est laughter and betray extravagant satisfaction,
Granwiesel folk ascribed these unusual signs of
complacence to his great affection for his neplicw
and thought them quite natural. Now and then,
however, he had to exercise his authority over the
young man, for in tie midst of the most grace-
ful dances the youth would sometimes leap upon
the musicians* platform, snatch the double
from the player's hand, and fiddle upon it most
horribly; or suddenly turn a somersault and
dance upon his hanctss stretching his legs into
the air. On these occasions his uncle would take